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Why is it so hard to save a threatened Language?
(A Perspective of Cases that Follow)
By J.A. Fishman

In the article, Why is it so hard to save a threatened Language?
(A Perspective of Cases that Follow) by J.A. Fishman, the writer discusses the phenomena related to  “language illnesses” “language death (p. 1).” He speaks about Reversing Language Shift: Theoretical and Empirical Foundations of Assistance to Threatened Languages (Fishman, 1991). This article takes a look at “protective” and “restorative” methods to protect languages – some more successful than others.

Language plays a very important role in “human culture and cultural identity.”

According to Fishman, languages compete in “societal functions.” Stronger languages compete with weaker languages. 
Globalization simultaneously unites and divides, it’s constructive yet it’s destructive too (p.6). It is explained that historically, over the past two centuries, there has been a love affair with the languages of the Western World. This love affair with its languages has left an undeniable influence on many cultures throughout the world. 
Fishman explains that it is hard to save languages because the competition is not equal. Some languages play key roles as vehicles that contribute to economic and technological development worldwide. For example, American English, due to pop culture, consumer culture and technology has successfully infiltrated itself into even the most obscure cultures in the world. How can a small obscure language effectively compete with American English? In some small communities, they depend on American English in order to advance economically. What makes a homeowner in a small village in Honduras put a Coca Cola sign up on their door? It’s a message to passersbys that conveys the message that they are open for business. It’s a symbol for commerce. How could, for example, the Garifuna language, a threatened language in Honduras, compete on the same level with American English? What word or saying does the Garifuna language  have that represents commerce which can be recognized worldwide? 
This is why it is difficult to save threatened languages. The functions of threatened languages do not entail powerful functions such as employment, mass media and government. Languages have societal functions (Fishman p. 10) They are two clusters that represents their purposes. The first cluster is Cluster P - powerful (employment, higher education, mass media, government, etc…). The second cluster is Cluster n-P (family, friendship neighborhood, community and community controlled pre-school/ elementary school). Cluster n-P is threatened in all of its functions. The goal  is to have Cluster n-P participate in the more powerful functions of society such as government and educational functions. In order for the threatened language to survive, it’s better that it does not share a powerful function with the more powerful language because then they begin to compete again. This is one of the most effective strategies in the process called RLS  “Reversing language shift.”
